Rotary Means Business Fellowship
Board of Directors Election, 2021
Candidates’ Statements of Qualifications
Region #1: North America
Bill Fishman -- incumbent, Vice Chair -- member since 2012 -- New York, USA
Bill is a Rotary member since 2005, and an RMB Board Member 2014-present and currently serve as Vice Chair of
the Rotary Means Business Fellowship Board of Directors
Bill Fishman has been very active in Rotary - serving on and chairing many committees in his Club, serving as its
President and currently as its Treasurer, and being involved in many roles in Rotary District 7230.
Bill started a networking group in May 2012 –leading the way to networking being an acceptable part of Rotary once
again. His networking group led to being RMB Fellowship’s Chapter No. 2, known as RMB Westchester.
Since beginning his networking group in 2012, RMB Westchester has grown increasingly popular with successful
networking meetings in Westchester County, NY. Meetings are open to Rotarians from all Rotary Clubs and nonRotarians who are prospective members, furthering its mission statement: “Promoting networking in Rotary and
promoting Rotary in the business community.”
Bill has spoken about RMBF and networking at Zone Institutes, District Conferences in his District and in nearby
Districts and Clubs in Connecticut, New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania, resulting in several new chapters.
Bill has been active in the RMB Fellowship, helping with management roles for the Board and, recently, reviewing
and editing its Bylaws which will soon be submitted to the entire RMBF membership for approval.
Bill has enjoyed his term as Vice Chairman of the RMBF Board and hopes to continue in that position - continuing his
service to help others improve their businesses which will lead to stronger businesses, stronger Rotarians, stronger
Rotary, and stronger communities from the help they receive from Rotary Means Business!
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Linda Kemp -- candidate -- member since 2020 -- Illinois, USA
My experience in International Marketing with Choice Hotels heading the International Tour and Domestic Fly/Drive
Programs, offered an opportunity to form relationships with ethnicities both in this country and across the globe. These
relationships broadened my understanding of the diversities that make us all unique.
I have lived in eight major cities throughout the United States. Each move helped further my understanding of people
from all faiths, ethnicities, and diverse cultures. I have lived in the Midwest since 1994.
Seven years ago, I was introduced to Rotary by two good friends. As a member of the Rotary Club of Aurora I served
as Auction Chair and as Past-President 2019-2020. I was one of two Presidents in District 6450 who received the
President of the Year Award under Debi Ross’s governorship. In the Spring of 2020, I was appointed as District 6450
Membership Chair. This role ignited my passion for building Rotary. In the Summer of 2020 while part of the newly
launched Rotary Network.org, fellow Rotarian Naish Shah and myself co-founded the Chicagoland RMB Fellowship.
The Rotary Network launched as a pilot program backed by RI. D6450 has now taken on full ownership of the
program with a new name, the Chicagoland Vocational Network. We made some changes to its components and kept
only those that were successful. The Chicagoland RMB was one of them.
This was the foundation of my leadership journey in Rotary as District Membership Chair and part of the task force
leading the RotaryNetwork.org. I was also part of the District Governor Nominating Committee 2022-23. I am proud
to report that as of July 1, 2021, I have been appointed to serve as the first District 6450 Networking Chair. Our
incoming DGE is expanding our networking reach.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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Terry Rouse -- candidate -- member since 2018 -- Georgia, USA
I am a retired Chief Executive Officer of a Global Pump manufacturing company with its U.S manufacturing
Subsidiary in the U.S.
Service includes:
President of the Rotary Club of Thomasville, GA.
Public Image Director Rotary District 6900 for 2 years
Assistant Governor for 3 years
Director: Georgia Laws of Life Essay Contest
Board of Trustees for Thomas University, Thomasville, GA
President and member of the Board of Directors Thomasville “Y”
Worked with Lou Alvarado in starting a RMB fellowship in South Georgia.
I believe Rotary Mean Business is an excellent way to promote Business and fellowship within the Rotary mission
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Region #3: At Large
Kris Anderson -- incumbent, Treasurer -- member since 2009 -- California, USA
No candidate for At Large submitted a nomination, so the incumbent is declared elected.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Region #5: Australia - New Zealand
Jon Bilson -- candidate -- member since 2017 -- Carine, Western Australia
I would like to serve on the Rotary Means Business Fellowship Board of Directors because that I believe, just as Paul
Harris and his colleagues, people and organisations in business can do enormous good in the world if they have the
right connections and networks. With the ageing Rotary member population we have become an organisation with
many retirees who are continuing to do great work in the world.
To attract and retain the next generation of Rotarians however, we need to offer an opportunity for those working and
building businesses with an opportunity to use their business talents and skills to build a better world just as Paul
Harris did.
With the impact the pandemic has had, we have become both closer as a global community yet seemingly further apart
due to travel restrictions etc. This I believe represents a great opportunity for Rotary Means Business to bridge a gap
and continue to ensure the great work we do continues across borders (whether they be real or intangible).
I am also of the view that the many retired Rotarians we have as contributing members also need an outlet to share
their enormous talents and with a younger generation that has a thirst for knowledge and desire to develop their
businesses – we truly have something special to offer to those who believe in Service above Self.
I am a Rotarian of 8 years and currently serve as District Governor. During the past 10 months in the role we have
followed a strong agenda of transparency, education and technology improvement across the District. Previously I
have served as a Club President, Secretary, Youth Services and Vocational Director.
I ask for your vote, to allow me to serve all Rotarians in Australia and New Zealand, and throughout the world.
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Alden Cunningham -- incumbent, Director -- member since 2014 -- Pennsylvania, USA
During my six years on the Board, I have supported efforts to expand and make stronger the RMB Fellowship
(RMBF). Actions toward that end include:
Promoting and explaining the District Centered/Managed Model of RMB through a You Tube VLOG titled
“DG VLOG Chat with PDG Alden Cunningham”
Continuing to recommend that RMB attempt to get an article about RMB in Rotary magazine, which could be
a very effective way to expand RMB worldwide
Advocating for improved member search function to create effectively a “Yellow Pages” for local chapters and
broader searches, which has now been accomplished
Providing inputs for use by the Chair of the RMBF to develop the Policies & Procedures regarding general
Director duties and the Member Services and Membership Development Committees responsibilities
Responding in a timely way to requests for information by the Board Chair and other members of the Board
Participating in Board meetings mainly via Zoom conference calls
Recommending the RMBF Board reach out to RI President Elect Shekhar Mehta through our Indian Directors
to have him include the RMBF in his messaging as RI President with specifics such as what we are/do and the
benefits of the RMBF for RI
Drafting an article with Board support for the zone 24/32 newsletter
Participating with the RMBF Chairman and other Board members in supporting the Rotary Network’s
integration into the RMBF website specifically Mentoring
Providing mentoring and guidance as appropriate to Chapters within my current geographic area of
responsibility (Australia-New Zealand)
With two more years, I believe I can continue to contribute to the growth and vitality of the RMBF. Toward that end, I
ask for your vote.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Region #6: Asia
Satyanarayana Murthy Chittoory -- candidate -- RMB member since 2020 -- Kakinada,
Andhra Pradesh, India
Lets build on Trust
I am 33 yo entrepreneur involved in manufacturing pharmaceuticals, vaccines and a three-star hotel. Rotary has been a
great way to meet people and give back to communities. RMB completes Rotary Experience by providing
professional/business growth opportunities. RMB helps us build on the years of trust built amongst ourselves in
Rotary. I founded a new RMB chapter in our city and got elected as Founder-Treasurer. We were the first RMB
chapter in Andhra Pradesh to register with the RMB Fellowship. Over the last year I saw how RMBians in this small
city have leveraged their existing Rotary trust networks to create a synergy and how they have interacted with other
RMBians across India and improved their businesses. This is the power of trust in Rotary which RMB builds on. Even
Rotary is getting more bang for its buck due to RMB eco-system.
I want to serve as RMBF Director to create these ecosystems of trust in more and more clubs across the Rotary world
ideally in every Rotary Club eventually allowing us to leverage national and international networks not just local ones.
I feel that am uniquely placed to for this position due to my extensive experience in international and national
professional organizations, my education at MIT USA and my interaction with people all over the world due to my
travels to over 25 countries in pre pandemic era. (continued on next page)
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Present-positions
·
Member, Central Executive Committee, Indian Pharmaceutical Association(IPA)
·
Member, Executive Committee, (IPA) – Industrial Division
Some Past-positions
·
Board Member, International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP)
·
Board Member, FIP – Executive Committee on Pharmacy Education
·
Member, Expert Working Group, Multi-professional Patient Safety Curriculum Guide, WHO, Switzerland
·
Executive Board Member & representative to WHO, UNECOSOC, International Pharmaceutical Students Federation
·
Founding President, Indian Pharmaceutical Association – Students’ Forum
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Rajamohan Dhandapani -- incumbent, Secretary -- RMB member since 2015 -Coimbatore, India
I have enjoyed being part of the RMB fellowship ever since we started India’s first official chapter called RMB
Coimbatore in the year 2016. I am a founding member of this Chapter and I am also the past Chairman.
I have worked closely in starting many chapters across India over the years.
Over the last 4 years I have served on the Board of RMB International as Secretary and this position has opened up
more opportunities to work and develop RMB fellowship.
I currently lead the RMBF website committee, charged with revamping and upgrading our website. I sincerely hope I
can be returned to serve on the RMBF Board, and can continue this important work.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Showket Hossain -- candidate -- RMB member since ____ -- Dhaka, Bangladesh
Dear Friends, I am serving to the community as a Rotarian for last 36 years. Served as RPIC, ARPIC, ARC, District
Membership Chair, District Trainer, District Chair of different committees for last 30 years, Chairman, District
Governors Installation Ceremony numbers of time, District TRF Seminars number of time, District Membership
Seminars, Chair number of District and Club Service projects. I am interested to serve at RMBF. Hope you will give
me the opportunities.
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Kanak Jain -- incumbent, Director -- RMB member since 2016 -- Kolkata, India
Two purpose (slogans)
1) Let Rotarians do business with each other so that Rotarians can earn and contribute more to TRF
2) Attract youth and non Rotarians to Rotary with business networking through RMB - make mora chapters and make
more Rotarians
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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Prasad Sovani -- candidate -- RMB member since 2020 -- Pune, India
[English]

I am Prasad Sovani, a Professional Corporate Soft Skills Trainer based in Pune, India, but am a global citizen!
I conduct training in 5 domains, forming an acronym POEMS, so my URL is poemstrainer.com
I completed my graduation in Mathematics and Masters in Economics and formally studied English, Marathi, Hindi,
Sanskrit & German in school; French, Spanish, Russian & Japanese at the University and am presently studying
Korean.
I worked for an Italian company in India and a German company in South East Asia, in the 1990s. (Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Philippines etc)
I got connected with Rotary when I was selected as a GSE Scholar to visit Uruguay, Argentina and Brazil in 2006. I
joined Rotary immediately upon returning to India and served my club as President for 2009-10.
I am a member of Toastmasters since 1994, across 5 districts, serving as a District Governor in 2013-14. I was
privileged to lead 5000+ members across 212 clubs. My district covered 89% of India. I led that district to the topmost
status of President’s Distinguished District!
I have travelled to 630 cities in 56 countries across all the continents and have conducted trainings in 27 countries. I
have set myself a goal of visiting 1000 cities and 100 countries.
I founded RMB in my district and was recognized as ‘The Biggest Reference Giver’ by RMB District 3131, last year!
With my global connections and ability to connect with different cultures, I can help expand RMB in many countries
where it is not present as of now.
In this pandemic, we need to maximise opportunities to help each other. I am working on it in my district and would
like to extrapolate this globally with the help of senior RMBians.
[Espanol]

Soy Prasad Sovani (Pedro para Latinos), un entrenador de habilidades interpersonales de Pune, India. ¡Pero soy un
ciudadano global! Realizó programas en 5 dominios, así he formado el acrónimo POEMS, por lo que mi URL es
poemstrainer.com
Luego de graduarse en Matemáticas, obtuvo Maestría en Economía y estudié formalmente Inglés, Alemán, Francés,
Español, Ruso y Japonés en la Universidad y ahora estudio Coreano.
Me conecté con Rotary como becario de IGE y visité Uruguay, Argentina y Brasil en 2006. Después de regresar, me
uní a Rotary inmediatamente y me desempeñé como presidente del club durante 2009-2010.
Soy miembro de Toastmasters desde 1994, y me desempeñé como Gobernador de Distrito en 2013-14. Tuve el
privilegio de guiar a más de 5000 miembros en 212 clubes. Mi distrito cubría el 89% de la India. Dirigí ese distrito al
estado superior de Distrito Distinguido del Presidente.
Trabajé para una empresa Italiana en la India y una empresa Alemana en el Sudeste Asiático antes del año 2000.
(Singapur, Malasia, Indonesia, Tailandia, Vietnam, Filipinas, etc.)
He viajado a 630 ciudades en 56 países de todos los continentes y he realizado programas de entrenamiento en 27
países. Sueño con visitar 1000 ciudades y 100 países.
Fundé la RMB en mi distrito y el año pasado se me concedió ‘El Mayor Donante de Referencias’ en mi club – ‘RMB
Distrito 3131’.
Con mis conexiones globales y mi capacidad para conectarme con diferentes culturas, puedo ayudar a expandir el
RMB en muchos países donde no existe hasta ahora.
En esta pandemia, necesitamos optimizar las oportunidades para ayudarnos mutuamente. Estoy trabajando para
lograrlo en mi distrito y me gustaría elevarlo a nivel mundial con la ayuda de los veteranos de RMB.
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